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New York Opening This Week 


A Date With April-Royale 4/15/53. Kenneth Banghart and Diana Green present 
George Batson's new comedy starring Constance Bennett. John Baragrey,Evelyn Var- 
den, Herbert Evers, Marjorie Peterson and Louise Larabee in supporting cast.Staged 
by Reginald Denhalm, designed by Robert O'Hearne 


Current Theatre Reviews. 


Room Service-Playhouse 4/5/53- Mixed notices filed by NY daily criti¢s on 
Bernard Hart, Don Hershey,Jom Murray revival of Allen Boretz and Murray's show 
business farcee Times,News,Mirror,and World Telegram & Sun reviewers enjoyed cur- 
rent version almost,but not quite,as much as 1937 original. Most agreed that act- 
ing and direction not upto high peak of first production,but that script remained 

fast and funnye John Randolph, Everett Sloane,Ralph Dunn,Stanley Prager and Jack 
Lemmon were all credited with fine performances, though somehwat on the loud sides 
Funke, Times, billed show as efficient farce of the old schoole Chapman, News,raved 
that show is just as fast,funny and well made as it was in 19357. Coleman,Mirror, 
thought it took the first act to get the audience warmed up,but after that,he re- 
ported the howled constantly. Hawkins,World Telegram & Sun,pointed out that if the 
the result of the script now seems glossy and transparent, it may because the times 
and people have changede Con side just didn't find it funnye Watts, Post, thought it 
amazingly flat and zestless. McClain,Journal American found some laughs,but too 
many dry and desolate stretcheseKerr, Herald Tribune,blamed cast and director for 
whipping script too hard with some over eager and insufficiently skilled clownse 
Sheaffer, Eagle,noted show looked thinner and more mechanical than formerly.WCBS 
Leonard blamed haphazard direction,not the script or actors. Broadcaster commented 
that George Abbott directing or Groucho and Harpo Marx in the cast would surely 
have saved the eveninge 


London Report 


Players not plays continue to interest Atkinson, Times,on his London playgoing 
visite Roger MacDougall's comedy Escapade didn't get down to business wntil the 
Srd act,the NY critic commented, Performances in show also seemed pretty hackneyed. 
ecoJohh G ielgud's acting and directing of Way of the World reveals an exercise in 
stylization, that is distinghished theatre art,Atkinson raved in billing show at 
Lyric as finest in acting,staging and setting he has yet viewed in Londoneeeliest End 
original production of Terence Rattigan's The Deep Blue Sea had more lucid casting 
in 3 of 4 leads than NY produwtion with Margaret Sullavan had. Play shows up better 
in miore intimate playhouse. 


Add "Camino Real” Thoughts 


New Tennessee Williams play Camino Real, probably the most controversial NY 
play in years, is viewed by Clurman, Nation, as an immature but significant work. 
Far from being obscure,critic-director believes play reiterates its intention and 
meaning at every pointe It emphasizes the mystique of romanticism,he comments,wi th 
a special stress on pity for the insulted and injured,the persecuted minorities, the 
victims and outcasts...Bentley,New Republic, detailed his views of production into 
elements he liked,elements he disliked,and elements that held him without knowing 
if he liked them or note 
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‘ Off Broadway ‘ 


William Marshall organizing Negro 
acting company which will play Othe 
lio at Walt Community Center, Bronx, 
Kpril 17,and Mother AME Zion Church 
14¢ W 137-April 19,staged by Terese 
HaydeneeeBerne Bachrach company will 
present The Silver Cord at Province- 
town May 27..etne Grass Harp opens 
April 27 at Cirole in Square...Doc- 
tor Johnson,new play by Id Erlich, 
presented at Jan Hus House April 13- 
Ken Parker wll present his 
comedy-mystery There's Always a Mur- 
dor Thur and Fri evenings at Jan Hus 
House starting April 30,with Three 
in One musical revue continuing on 
Sat and Sun eveningse. Dramatic Work- 
shop presets at Studio Thea- 
tre,1639 Bway,April 16-18. 


presented by 
Touring Players at Theatre De Lys 
during month of April, won split de- 
cesion from daily reviewers. Hawkins, 
World Telegram & Sun, Sheaffer,Eagle, 
and Rice, Post,okayed it as an inter- 
esting,well done job;though all had 
minor complainta. But Shanley, Times, 
Pihodna,Herald Tribune,Coleman,Mirror, 
and Gros,Variety doubted if even the 
most ardent experimental theatre fan 
would enjoy ite Script by Ellen Vio-~ 
lett combining stories by Benet,Stein, 
and Mark Lodge jall concerned in som 
way with the purpose of Americas Haw- 
kins and Sheaffer found it interes t~ 
ing,intelligent,worthwhile theatres 
Rice also billed evening superiot by 
off Broadway standards, but wondered 
if group isn't presenting swh plays 
for their own amusement,rather than 
their eudiences'. Con side summed up 
by Herald Tribune man who suggested 
that mybe group's sponsor ANTA knew 
what esoteric message they were try 
ing to spread,but critic personally 
advices playgoer to forget whole mat- 
tere 


Neighborhood Playhouse School 25th 
Anniversary double bill ofAdam and 
Mandragola highly recommended by Haw- 
Eine Wits vas startling and highly 
diverting theatre. 12th Century Mir- 
acle play Adam contains pure and pow- 
erful poetry,and it has been given a 
clean cut production.Latber 1a enjoy 
albe,complex farce. 


' NYC Shakespeare Notes ' 


Hamlet will be televised April 26 by 
NEC WW 5 30-5 3O PM.EST. Maurice Evans 
will be starred,cast includes Ruth 
Chatterton,Sarah Churchill and Barry 
Jones...Mark Van Doren presenting 53 
lectures on Shakespeare at YMHA Poetry 
Center April 2,9,16.«eShakespeare Club 
presents annual awards April 26 to John 
Gielgud and Dr. James McManaway.-.Hof= 
stra College,Hempstead,LI,presents at 
4th annual Shakespeare Festival April 
21-26 Macbeth with Ian KeitheForum held 
April 25 on "Macbeth as Foem and Play" 
includes Kerr,Herald Tribune...Richard 
III to be filmed by Jose Ferrer and 
John Huston...MGM film Julius Caesar 
to sponsor Shakespearian reading con- 
test at NY high schools...An Evening 
With Will Shakespeare company includes 

va LeGallienne,Mmrgeret Webster, Viv- 
eca Lindfors,Basil Rathbone,Faye Em- 
erson and John Lund. Tour of 1 week 
stands covers Boston,New Haven, Brook 
lyn, Philadel phia, Wilmington, Baltimore, 
and Washington. 


' TW & Radio Drama Notes ‘ 


The Backbone of America, written for 
TV by Robert &. Sherwood will be pre- 
sented on NBC WV next fall . Script is 
lst of 9 commissioned for 3 year per- 
fod.i.eCBS Radio planning "Stage Struck” 
series with League of NY Theatres.Show 
would be by,for and of theatre,attempt- 
ing to show pageantry in all aspects of 
theatre. Hiram Sherman considered as 
hos t.e» Celeste Holm and Tom Ewell signed 
exclusive TV contracts with NBC Teese. 
Ronald Alexander, Time Out for Ginger, 
Signed by CBS WV create new program 
ideaseseAmato Opera Company presenting 
operas weekly on WFUV FM..eRay Bloch 
has obtained all TV rights to 400 works 
of Colette. 


* LA Drama Notes ' 


Cartusel opens season of Civic Light 
Opera Association in Philharmonic Audit- - 
orium May 4 for 4 weeks. Great Waltz, 


Carnival in Flanders and Kismet w 


Schwartz’ 2nd product- 
jon .It*s Hard to Be a Jew won rave 
reviews from all LA oritics. 


' Green Room Department ' 


DANGEROUS SHENANIGANS..eQnce the stage succumbs to any pressure of trade groups 
that get ridiculously upset that members of their crafts are being present- 
ed as less than perfect in a play, the theatre faces the end as an adult and 
intelligent medium,warns Burr, Playbill. To recognize the childish attitude 
that insists an individual stage characterization is an aspersion on an en- 
tire group is to destroy at a single blow the freedom that is the stage's 
greatest possession. Such moves open the floodgates and invite imitation. 
This could easily lead,Burr explains,to point where a group of people with 
pe pene John could object to the appearance of any stage villain bearing 

names 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Without critical notices the best new plays would die almost 
as quickly as the worst,Chapman, News,states in defense of his colleagueseece 
Secret theory that critics at times unconsciously try to compenstate for 
their severity in the next review they right,is how Watts, Post,explains the 
— harsh notices for Horses in Midstream and the light notices for Room 

ervice. 


AV-ARD FREDICTIONS...sBroadway circles believe that Picnic,Wonderful Town and 
ove o Colonels will win the NY Critics Circle Awards which will be 
voted on April 14, Variety surmises.,,The Children's Hour suggested as a 
possible winner by Walker,News. 


"REAL" MAI) o«eSuch a play of courage,imagination and invention as Camino Real 
should be drawn to the attention of every playgoer by the critics,whetner 
they okay the play or not, John Steinbeck writes to Watts, Fost...9 lettérs 
pro and con on Tennessee Williams new play printed in Times Drama Mail Bag. 
Gardiner, Herald Tribwme,wonders how Shirley Booth,who is star of Time of The 
Cuckoo,could have found time to see show and recommend it in Times’ notes 


THEATRE IDEAS.seEquity and League of NY Theatres urged by Coleman,Mirror, to do 
something ,not talk, about securing cut rate theatre tickets for students and 
sponsoring showcases for new playwrights...Object lesson to all actors ex- 
pounded by Sylvester,News,who reminds that Michael Wager,who had rare opport- 
unity of being in 3 Broadway shows in 7 days,is now wnemployed..eCamino Real 
MAY have got a better start if it hadn't opened in the Easter season, sugges ts 
NBC Critic At Large Leon Pearson. Certainly,he notes,this season is not the 
time to suggest that there is no saving grace in the character of mane 


ACTORS AIDES.«e50 members of cast of Camino Real were students at the Neighbor- 
hood playhouse,and 17 were students at Actors Studioe..Contact Exchange,214 
W 50,NYC,offers actors a combination telephone exchange,advice service and 
club,all for the price of $3 per month,reports Wallace,World Telegram & Sun. 
eeeRehearsal Club,West 5rd St,is filled with 50 ambitious actresses all 
stage struck,notes Morehouse,W T&S. 
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' NYC Theatre News '! 


John Brown's Body closed...Shirley Booth guest of Drama Desk April 13...McCord, 
Herald Tribune,to marry Patricia John Danty June 14...Alfred Drake has taken over 
during Yul Brynner, The King and I, 11 week vacation..eMaureen Stapleton subs for 
Beatrice Straight, T he Crucible,during latter's 8 week leave of absence to have a 
baby.. Bethel Leslie replaces Geraldine Brooks,The Time of the Cuckoo...Can-Can 
postponed to May 7,Pink Elephant due week April 27, The Bat to re-open week oi ‘ley “. 


t Critics Choice of Current Shows '*' 


Critics Choice summarizes the views of NYC daily,weekly, trade journal and 
broadcaster critic on current Broadway shows under headings"Raves," Mixed" and 


"Cons." 


Pros" in chart refers to reviews where critic recommended event for an 


entertaining or stimulating evening in the theatre, not if he judged it a comm 
ercial successe Ratings of reviews from NYC dailies, weekly magazines, and trade 
journals and broadcasters appear in alternate weeks.e DAILIES THIS WEEK. 


RAVES: Beatrice Lillie 7 Pro 10/2/62 

M For Murder? Pro 10/29/52 
Guys end Dolls 7 Pro a 
Hazel Flagg 7 Pro 2/11/53 
Cn BorrowedTiine 7 Pro 2/10/53 
The King and I 7 pro 3/29/52 
Mid Summer 7 Pro 1/2/53 
Pal Joey 7 pro 3/3/52 

MIXED 


Fifth Season 
Four poster 


My 3 Angels 


pro- Con-H. Tribune, Post 
1 


Porgy & Bess 7 Pro 3/3/62 
South Pacfic 7 Pro 4/7/49 
Wonderful Town 7 Pro 2/25/53 
Seven Year Itch 7 Pro 11/20/52 


Picnic 6 pro-Con-Hi Tribune 2/9/63 
Crucible6 pro-Con-Hi Tribune 1/22/53 
Children's Hour 6 Pro-Con-News 12/18/52 


5 pro=- Con= H. Tribune, Post 10/24/51 
Love of 4 Cols. & pro- Con- Times, News 1 
4 Pro- Con- Times,H, Tribune, Post 3/11/53 
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Mime of Cuckoo 4 Cone He Tribune, Mirror, Post 10 /15/52 


Room Service 4 Pro- Con 


COXS 
Camino Real 


He Tribune, Post, J» American 4/6/83 


Pro-Con- Hs Tribune, News Post, J.sAmerican 3/19/53 


Wish You WereHerel Pro-Con-Times;He TribunejMirror,Post, 6/25/52 


t Last Words 


by TMK ! 


No matter who may win the the NY 
Critics Circle Award, the prize for 
most inclusive and confusing forum 
title of year is easily won by ANTA. 
Problem which faced panel members of 
Greater NY Chapter of ANTA 6th forum 
of season was simply “Is the Theatre 
Too Daring or Not Daring Enough." No 
one,but even a drama critic, could 
give a clear yes,no or maybe vote 
on this one, And no member of the 
ANTA panel did. 


Room Service can be the funniest 
show in towne That is after a few un 
funny topical jokes( Christine is Geo- 
rge,etc) have been elited,and after 
the cast has had more experience at 
ensemble actinge Show business farce 
may not be art,but the lines and acte 
ion are still very funny. Unless you 
are a complete sourpuss, you should 
have an entertaining and highly amus 

ing evening in the theatre. 


Why are Americans self conscious about 
a lack of cultural background in the artsi 
This is the interesting "myth" Ann Holmes, 
Houston Chronicle Fine Arts and Dram Ede 
itor hopes to explode in a new book due 
next yeare The young,attractive Texas write 
er detailed her plans to "Critical Digest™ 
before sailing for an 8 month theatre tour 
of Europe sponsored by the Reid Fellowships 
Critic believes she will find evidence dur- 
ing her trip to prove that American crafts- 
men in all arts are highly respected abroads 


If Room Service can survive the set of 
mixed notices 1% Will prove a minor point 
of theatre management often missede Room 
Service was sole opening of week. But if 
Tt had received the same mild notices in 
a hectic week of from 3 to 5 openings its 
chances of building via word of mouth would 
have been very slime With 60 or 80 openin gs 
per year there is no reason why @ plan for 
openings shows at rate of 1 


could not be agreed upérf a oonve 
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